CRUSADE  OF RICHARD LION-HEART
Protected, and his goods and wife.
The king told them to make an end
Of talk and, if they could, defend
Themselves. They to the fort withdrew.
Just then the master engine threw
A rock, which, striking in its course
A turret, made their state much worse.                            9j290
The main tower of the citadel
It struck j by God's will thus it fell.
Beneath the ground it was all sapped,
And all their soldiers had escaped.
Our men armed themselves; round about
They gathered and essayed to rout
The enemy. I think they all
Sought refuge in the great tower's wall,
Then did a deed of cruel wrong j
That is, their horses they hamstrung,                                9,3oo
So that, whatever might betide them,
The Christians might not have nor ride them.
AND   FORCES   HIS  WAY  INTO   LE DARON
God's folk into the fortress burst j
Here writ are those who entered first.
Seguin Bare was at the start,
And then a squire named Espiart
Was close to Seguin. 'Tis averred
That Peter the Gascon20 was the third,
And many more there were, no doubt,
Whose titles I could not find out.                                    s^o
And next there came inside the banners,
Which were of divers kinds and manners.
Stephen de Longchamp's 21 banner went
20 Seguin Bare, Espiart, and Peter the Gascon are unknown beyond this statement
in our text.
21 Stephen Longchamp, identified by Stubbs as the brother of William, bishop of
Ely, is mentioned by the Gesta (p. 190) as having- been placed in charge of Acre
by Richard.   He  witnesses acts of Richard's with the title "steward" throughout
1189-90. He was lord of Bauderaont in the Vexin and was one of the hostages for
Richard in 1193 (Landon, Itinerary, pp. 8-33, 79, 103).